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Personal and 


August 22, 19^8 


Dear Mac: 

m 

I was pleased to get your letter and memorandum of August 15 
and to enjoy again the sharpness and clarity of your mind. 

I have read and reread what you had to say. 

I have recently had occasion to review the documents in the 
Government reflecting the considerations that led to earlier 
pauses, including our 37-day pause. There is, I can tell 
you, a great consistency in the arguments on both sides. 

If I had any responsible reasons to believe that a pause at 
this time would, in fact, move us more rapidly to peace, I 
would not hesitate to take the step. Indeed, it would be my 
duty -- including my duty to the men in the field --to take 
that step. 

But I must tell you that my reading of all that comes before 
me convinces" me that the considerations controlling Hanoi 
do not depend on a bombing pause. When they are ready to 
move towards peace they will know how to indicate to us -- 
in one way or another -- what will follow if we stop the bomb¬ 
ing. I have no doubt that -- one day -- they will do so. 

Meanwhile, I must take into account what they have done 
since March 31 and the military meaning of a total bombing 
cessation. 

What they have done is radically to increase the flow of men 
and supplies and build up a capacity for an offensive roughly 
on the scale of the Tet offensive. We do not know whether 
that offensive will take place; but every single intelligence 
indicator points towards the highest degree of readiness and 
intent to move in the days ahead. In fact, the activities in 
the last three or four days have ended what has been called 
"the lull. M Their casualties have been running three or four 
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OT damage, on a verage, parh wgpL, ^H^v^contain men, am- 

munition, and other supplies. Thfisfr trmX. movements have 

only one purpose: to increase the weight of attack against 

our men and our allies. Bearing the responsibility for these iXjr°~r 

men, I cannot prudently add to the burden they will bear -- 
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and the casualties they will suffer --if t take action which 
will expand and accelerate the enemy's logistical effort at 
a critical moment in the war./* \ 
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dest/^oying^erhaps a quarter of the truck^we observe in the 
pazmaundle. 
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Now there is another argument familiar to us both over the 
years. It is that tonnages required in the South are small; 
the enemy gives these highest priority; and they budget for 
the losses we impose on them and achieve the level of effort 
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in the South they choose to mount. I don't believe that i! 

.the way it is. I think they put into the South — especially 
'• 7 •. in this year of intensive and expanded effort -- every man 
and every ton that they can get there. There is , in any ra & « , 
ample evidence right now that they are making the maximum 
effort of which they are capable in preparing for this third 
major offensive. 

I cannot, therefore, casually write off at this time as a 
minor matter the attrition we are imposing on the other 
side through our bombing. 

I am sure history will record that every one of our bombing 
pauses, on balance, caused some increase in our casualties 
in the sense that men on our side died or were wounded who 
would not otherwise have become casualties. But} as-you 
w e ll kn o iv , President must be prepared for that kind of 
risk if its taking will move us significantly towards peace. 
fejjyit this particular time I must tell you that the evidence 
does not justify it. 

Now, one thing thkt I believe will cheer you. I know>fch£ 
argument is widespread in certain circles thatjhe Thieu 
government is unwilling to take initiatives op'risks on behalf 
of peace. The most important impressipn I had at Honolulu 
was that Thieu had groWn in stature aifd confidence and, 
from that confidence, cah^e a willingness to contemplate 
much the sort of settleme^hat'we have in mind and regard 
as honorable. Although peopf^shave not noted it, he moved, 
at his initiative, to the id^athatMl citizens of South Vietnam 
could run for office, asr'well as voteXif they gave up violence 
and accepted constijxmonal government\He put that into 
the Honolulu Com*nunique. And he is trymgto build a new 
big non-Comrptlnist coalition to run against tnfe^Communist 
popular from he someday expects to confront at the polls. 
Thieu 1 s je'oalition will probably prove to be as contehfaous as 
the Democratic Party; but it might agree on running o^ie 
no^Communist presidential candidate rather than eleven. 

I know it*s hard to believe on the outside, but the simple fact 
is the other side is not yet ready for a settlement. I do not 
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and months ahead -- although I am not counting on this. 
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The length of this letter indicates — I trust —the serious¬ 
ness with which I shall always take your views, and my 
pleasure at hearing from you at any time. 


Lady Bird joins me in warmest greetings to Mary and to 
yourself. 

Sincerely, 


Mr. Me George Bundy 
President 

The Ford Foundation 
320 East 43rd Street 
New York, New York 10017 






